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Commodore’s Message: 

Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed the December holidays. 
 
For MBYC,  December started out with a wonderful Holiday Party held at Hideaway Beach 
Club. Members danced the night away!  Thank you to Michelle Sheehan and Jo Baillie 
for organizing this successful event. 
 
The following Saturday we entered Bob and JoAnn Herndon’s ‘TenneSea Waltz’ and 
Rudi and Dorothy Landwaard’s ‘Sweet Lips’ in the Island Boat Parade. Bob and JoAnn’s 
boat won an award for Most Entertaining.  This was especially appreciated since we 
dedicated this boat parade to P/C Dave Besuden who passed away in late August. 
 Dave represented MBYC in almost every Island Boat Parade and won many awards. He 
was given special recognition earlier this past year.  There is a wonderful article about 
him in the December 11th Sun Times, written by Steve Stefanides. Thank you to Bob 
and Jo Ann, Rudi and Dorothy, chairpersons and master planners, Joe Sheehan and 
Doug Baillie and all the members who helped decorate the boats.  A huge thank you 
goes to P/C Bill Horton and Cea for opening their home for the Boat Parade Party. 
 
One week later we had an entry in the Island Street Parade and we won for the “Most 
Patriotic” category. Joe and Doug were the masters behind this project as well.  Thanks 
go to P/C Bill Horton for the use of his boat, Bob Burns for pulling the trailer, and 
those members who helped with the decorating and take down.  Also thanks go to P/C 
Joe and Sharon Doggett for allowing us to use their garage and driveway for staging 
the decorating. 
 
Vern and Ann Graham have an exciting cruise planned for January 6-13.  The group 
will cruise to ‘Tween Waters on Captiva Island and Fisherman’s Village in Punta Gorda. 
 You will read about that adventure in your upcoming Baylines. 
 
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Commodore this year.  As I said at the 
beginning of my term, my goals were to strengthen the membership and encourage 
participation.  I believe those goals have been accomplished.  I wish Charlie and the 
2014 Bridge and Board the same support and energy that you have all given me.  This 
truly is the BEST Club on Marco Island! 
 
Please plan to attend the upcoming Commodore’s Ball/Change of Watch on January 18th 
to show your support for your new Commodore, Charlie Skillern, Rear Commodore, 
Al Saunders and your new Directors. 
 
Commodore Marcia Orsolini



Past Event Articles: 
see all of the Event Picture Portfolios on the website 

 

 

Monday Madness 11-25-13 

 

  

It was another fun Mad Monday and a great turnout of members since it was so close to 
Thanksgiving. We had three 50/50 winners and four game prize winners. I can tell you 
that the members who won the 2012 Roster prizes were thrilled!  So was Luther Hays 
who can now take them out of his inventory. We learned that Rhona Kalkstein is really 
good at coming up with quick answers! She won two Rosters!
 



 

 

 

Marco Christmas Tree Lighting 

 

 
 
 

  

2013 Marco Island Christmas Tree Lighting 
 
MBYC had a prime location to view the tree lighting this year.  That’s because some of 
your fellow yachters staked claim to the location on the night before.   As usual, we had 
a great group of members and prospective members (about 20).  They brought 
docktails, errrrrr I mean cocktails and a smorgasbord of treats.  The food was 
tremendous and plentiful.   We ate, drank, watched, sang, danced, and socialized into 
the wee hours of the night!  Ok, so it was only until the music stopped, but fun was had 
by all! 

 



 

 

Holiday Party 

 

  

Happy Holidays Celebrated by All 
 
Everyone enjoyed the night at Hideaway for the Holiday Ball.  The food was great and 
everyone loved to pick and choose at the Buffet and even try something new .... and 
how about our great dancing members, they really did dance the night away?  We all 
enjoyed Dawn and Billy Dean who provided wonderful listening and dancing music. 
 Merry Christmas and thank all of you for coming! 

 
 



 
 

 

Boat Parade and Party 

 

 
 
 

  

 

MARCO BOAT PARADE 
This year’s Boat Parade was dedicated to the memory of long time member and P/C 
Dave Besuden’s infamous “Marco Mania”.  Dave would have been pleased with the great 
jobs that Captain Bob Herndon and Captain Rudy Landwaard did leading the MYBC two 
entries in this year’s Boat Parade. With the theme of “A Star Spangled Christmas”, the 
two boats were decorated in red, white, and blue LED lights that danced to “GOD BLESS 
THE USA” and “THE XMAS SONG”.  The MBYC boat won the “Most Entertaining Award” 
from the Judges and everyone enjoyed the music choice which celebrated both OUR 
COUNTRY and the XMAS SPIRIT.  Doug Baillie and Joe Sheehan would especially like to 
thank our two Captains and their first mates for volunteering their boats to represent 
our CLUB in this event.  The Decorating TEAM also needs special thanks for helping with 
the installing and taking the lights off of both boats. The Co Chairmen recommend that 
next year’s Boat Parade entry be limited to a single entry boat so additional time and 
effort can be devoted to a single boat. 
The MBYC members celebrated the MBYC entries in the Boat Parade from a vacant lot 
across the street from Cea and Bill Horton’s home near the entrance to Collier Bay. 
 After the Parade, many of the Boat Club members continued the Parade celebration 
back at the Horton’s home with a Xmas Celebration Party. The night ended with our 
members already looking forward to next year’s Boat Parade Celebration. 
 



 

 

 

 

MARCO STREET PARADE 
On the morning of December 14, the decorating crew got together once more to put 
together the MBYC entry into the Marco Christmas Street Parade at the home of Joe and 
Sharon Doggett who were again wonderful host to the decorating crew.  We used a 
similar theme on the Street Parade but replaced our Santa with Frosty the snowman and 
added many more lights to the street parade entry. 
On the evening of the Parade, we started with a “pizza party” while waiting for the 
parade to start and then had six little Elves handing out candy to the parade crowd.  In 
addition, MBYC had a wonderful group of “dancing women” (you need to ask them about 
their new name) on the back of the Boat keeping the crowd happy. 
Both events continued to show the people of Marco, that the MBYC continues to be the 
Premiere Boating Club on our Island and is filled with great members that enjoy 
participating in our community events.  The club won the “Most Patriotic Award” on the 
Street Parade. 
THANKS AGAIN TO ALL THE MEMBERS AND WIVES THAT BOTH HELPED WITH THE 
DECORATING CHALLENGE EACH YEAR OR JUST CHEERED US ON FROM THE SIDE LINES 
…. WE NEED ALL OF YOU TO CONTINUE OUR HOLIDAY TRADITIONS EACH YEAR! 

 
 
 



 

Future Event Flyers: 
You can see and download the flyers on the website 

Tween Waters-Fishermans Village Cruise Flyer 

 

 

   



Commodore's Ball Flyer 
 

 
 



Presentation of the Fleet 



Loop Cruise 

 



Boca Grande - South Seas Cruise 

 



Articles, Announcements, & Club Notices: 

Thank You - by Commodore Marcia Orsolini 
As we approach the end of my term as Commodore, I want to take this opportunity to thank the 
Board of Directors, my fellow Bridge members, Club Officers, and Chairpersons. Of course, I also 
want to thank ALL of you that attended our events and made it all worth the effort. 
 
With a grateful heart I look back at our many events this year .... 

Flt. Capt. Mike Brown and Cindy and Bob and JoAnn Herndon-Volunteered their beautiful 
boats for the Bridge and Past Commodores Boat at our Presentation of the Fleet 
 
Michelle Sheehan and Jo Baillie-The New Members Party, The Welcome Back Party, The 
Holiday Party, (The Commodore’s Ball/Change of Watch is upcoming) 
 
Lucille Dotterweich and Judy Sacher- First Mates trips to Festival Flea Market, Women on 
the Water, and Menopause the Musical 
 
Day Fleet Captain, Al Saunders-Lunch cruise to Jack’s in Naples, Picnic on Cape Romano (with 
Jim Heckenlaible), Cruise to Hamilton Harbor 
 
Fleet Captain, Mike Brown with P/C Brent Cook, Ginny Rapp and Bob Herndon-Fleet 
Captain’s Auction, Cruises to South Seas, Sarasota, Palm Island, Legacy Marina, across Lake 
Okeechobee, Stuart, West Palm, Miami, the Keys, Naples Bay, Pink Shell, Cruise to South Seas 
and Boca Grande arranged by John and Martha Brinkoetter and Rick and Linda Geschrei, 
(‘Tween Waters and Fisherman’s Village arranged by Vern and Ann Graham is upcoming) 
 
Betty and V/C Jack Barter- arranged the boat trip to Everglades City 
 
John and Dianne Kernan, Rudi and Dorothy Landwaard, Jerry and Nancy Francis, and 
Ray Rosenburg and Linda Spell -Arranged the summer monthly Dine-Arounds 
 
Joe Sheehan and Doug Baillie- Co-Chaired the Boat and Street Parade committee 
 
P/C Bill Horton and Cea –Hosted the Boat Parade party at their home 
 
P/C Joe Doggett and Sharon -Organized the gathering at the Christmas Tree Lighting at 
Veteran’s Park 
 
Fun Mad Mondays -At the Island Gypsy and the Old Marco Lodge with guessing games, 
50/50’s and our Halloween Costume party 
 
Oh yes…and how about our Resident’s Beach 4th of July gathering? 

Thank you ALL for a wonderful year!
 

 

 



New Website Usage  

As many new users of our website already know, our Club developed a new 
website over the Summer of 2013.  After the website was released in late 
September, our Member's usage DOUBLED in the following months of October, 
November, and December as compared to all prior usage including the same 3 
months in 2012. 
(Refer to the columns labeled "Unique Visitors" and Number of Visits") 

If you have not yet visited our website and are intrigued by our Membership's 
increased usage, you can VISIT IT NOW at: 
http://www.marcobayyachtclub.com or simply marcobayyachtclub.com  

Thank You for the increased usage. - Charlie Skillern 

 



 
 

Remembering Dave Besuden as we Celebrate Christmas 
as printed in the Sun Times 12/11/13 

Remembering David Besuden as we celebrate Christmas 
by Steve Stefanides 

This past weekend the island saw a number of wonderful activities to celebrate the Christmas holiday 
season. 
 
Santa’s Workshop at Mackle Park, the Christmas play “Three Men and a Boy,” done by the Island Theater 
Group, the Marco Island Area Chamber of Commerce Christmas Gala and the Christmas Boat Parade were 
all great events of which all took advantage. 
 
I have to turn my attention though to the Christmas Boat Parade, which featured a two boat entry from 
the Marco Bay Yacht Club.  Their member and longtime participant in the annual Christmas Boat Parade, 
David Besuden, passed away in August.  He was a wonderful gentleman, but more than that, a great 
patriot.  Over the years, his entry always had a patriotic theme, never forgetting the sacrifice and 
contribution of veterans and their families. 
 
He had anticipated being in this year’s event, but illness took him from us, but not before he had laid out 
his plans for a theme for this year’s parade.  That theme would revolve around a remembrance of the 
losses suffered on Dec. 7, 1941 in the attack on Pearl Harbor, which resulted in our entrance into World 
War II.  This year’s parade fell on that fateful day of Dec. 7 and he and his fellow Marco Bay Yacht Club 
members felt it an appropriate theme for their boats. 
 
For those men and woman of that era the significance of this date would not be lost on them as long as 
they lived; such was the case for Dave. 
 
When I visited with the members of the club as they scurried about preparing their boats for that 
Saturday evening’s event, they conveyed his wishes to me.  I would recall in years past watching David sit 
in his chair at the Marco Yacht Club, directing the members and their activities, stringing lights under his 
careful direction from his spot on the dock. 
 
Make no mistake about it, he was like an admiral directing his men in battle.  He would call out orders and 
advise if something wasn’t placed just right.  There would be no doubt in anyone’s mind that he was in 
charge and knew what he wanted. 
 
Although on the night of the event someone else might be piloting the Marco Mania boat owned by David, 
he was still the master of his domain, and the person at the helm was there because he trusted them. 
 
I had the opportunity in 2002 to attend a conference in Hawaii sponsored by the FAA on security and 
safety of our airports.  As part of my time there, I chose to visit the impressive USS Arizona Memorial, a 
permanent resting place for 1,177 U.S. sailors and marines who perished that fateful day. 
 
I had arrived just after another one of the surviving shipmates of that attack had his cremated remains 
entombed with the shipmates he had lost on Dec. 7 in a private ceremony.  Needless to say it was an 
extremely moving day, as the Arizona shed but another tear in the form of a droplet of oil that rose to the 
surface as it does so from time to time. 
 
David can rest well knowing his friends and fellow mariners honored his request to pay their respects to 
those lost on Dec 7, 1941.  It was an honor to know you, Dave, and may you rest in peace, knowing your 
friends will carry on your proud tradition. 
 
 
 



Annual Vessel Safety Check & Inspector List Notice 



Events Calendar: 
go to the website Calendar with live links, 
then click on Event date to open the Event info & Flyer 
Flyers opened from the website Calendar will be printable. 



 


