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Commodore’s Message: 

Hey Ya’ll …. it’s March already, and the 2014 MBYC Season is 
in full swing …. 

Our Fleet Captain team, headed by Mike Brown and including 
Brent Cook, Ginny Rapp, Bob Herndon, and Barry Gelfand have 
planned and are now back from the 2014 Great Loop Cruise. 
 This marathon February cruise was 18 days long, landing at 6 
ports of call before returning to Marco Island – a truly amazing 
trip across Florida via the Okeechobee Waterway thru 5 locks 
that should be on all of our future To Do lists. 
Jim Heckenlaible, with the able assistance of R/C Al Saunders, 
planned a very successful Day Boat trip to Jack’s River Bar in 
Naples.  With only a handful of days to plan and implement the 
event, the turnout of 8 boats and 38 people was amazing and 
great fun as well.  Jim Heckenlaible also organized and hosted 
the Spring Break Party on Keewaydin Island on February 26th 
- attended by 17 “buff beachers” according to Jim’s hilarious 
website writeup. 
Future extended cruises in March include the Sarasota Cruise 
departing March 18th and returning March 30.  On March 12th, 
Jim Heckenlaible is hosting a Day Boat cruise to Venetian Bay - 
 a newer and different kind of cruise locale for MBYC.  As this 
date is not in conflict with an extended cruise, those folks can 
also participate.  Venetian Bay and the adjacent Venetian 
Village offer a variety of top quality shopping and dining 
experiences. 
A big “thank you” to our very able Fleet Captains – both 
extended and day - and their teams for a great season of 
cruises!  With a lot of great cruises ahead this season coupled 



with the requirement to have a current inspection if you are on 
a MBYC cruise, be sure to have your boat inspected early by 
one of our four MBYC inspectors; Owen Henning, Al Rapp, 
Rudy Landwaard, or John Moyer. 
Our February Monday Madness gathering was held at the 
Island Gypsy on the Isles of Capri.  Over 50 MBYC Members 
had an enjoyable time catching up with each other and 
planning ahead for the Season.  Consider inviting your boating 
friends to our next Monday Madness – it’s a great way to meet 
our MBYC Members and to join in the fun times we have 
boating in and around our Marco Island waters. 
Kudos to our Publicity folks, who were instrumental in having 
January’s Presentation of the Fleet event published in a half a 
 page spread in the first February issue of the “Coastal 
Breeze”. Thank you R/C Al Saunders (2013) and Debbie 
Schroeder (2014). 
Looking ahead, the Board in February was presented with and 
approved a 2014 MBYC Calendar embodying over 50 events – 
a full Season, Summer, and Fall of fun times.  All event dates 
through January 2015 are already posted to our MBYC 
website, www.marcobayyachtclub.com.  Sign up Flyers are 
usually added closer to the event, so it’s a good idea to 
frequently check the website Calendar, print any newly posted 
Flyers, then make your reservation for upcoming events. 
Immediately ahead is the annual Welcome New Members Party 
on March 10th – also known as our Welcome Aboard Party. 
 This year we will officially welcome twelve new MBYC 
Members; Bill & Debbie Schroeder, Tom & Barbara Dines, Paul 
& Lydia Krueger, John & Mary Moyer, Wes & Sabine Demott, 
and Skip & Martha Schwartzenberg at a Happy Hour and 
dinner at Ciao Bella, formerly La Piazza.  Early word is that 
Ciao Bella is destined to be an Island favorite.  Because this 
event is less than 10 days away, call our Social planners 
Michelle Sheehan or Mary Moyer TODAY to let them know you 
will be there. 
We have Jo & Doug Baillie to thank for planning a resurgent 
Wild Goose Chase on April 5th.  Include your grandchildren if 
they are in town!  They would have a great time hunting for 
“water geese” based on location clues given by Jo and Doug. 
 Afterwards, we will conclude with a luncheon and awards 
presentation at CJ’s on the Bay at the Esplanade.  An 
interesting twist to this year’s event is that any ties will be 
broken with a game of 7 card stud! 

on the water …. or around town …. 
“Sea Ya’ll” out there …. 
Commodore (Charlie) Skillern



Past Event Articles: 
See all of the Event Picture Portfolios on the website 

Monday Madness  

Another wonderful evening for Monday Madness.  A great crowd and a lot of fun was had 
by all.  We gathered at the Island Gypsy on Isle of Capri for all of the festivities; 50/50 
drawing, sharing great stories with friends and generally enjoying a relaxing evening.  
Join us each month for a great evening. Read More on the website 
 

Jacks River Bar  

  

Jacks River Bar in Naples was the destination of a great small boat cruise.  A lot of fun 
was had by all those attending. Read More on the website 



 

Loop Cruise Itinerary  

 

As our cruise members are in the middle of the Great Loop Cruise, we don't 
have any pictures as yet, but we do have their amazing itinerary.  Hopefully, 
there will be a full article with pictures next month. 

 

 



Future Event Flyers: 
[open the Event on the website, in the Calendar] 

First Mates - Naples Food Tour 

 



Welcome Aboard Party Flyer 



 

140312 Day Boat Cruise to Venetian Bay 

 

Venetian Bay Lunch 
Wednesday, March 12, 2014  

Please join us!!  We will boat to "The Village on Venetian Bay" in Naples to have lunch 
at the Bayside Grill. 

The Venetian Village is entered from the Gulf at Doctor's Pass, just north of Naples Pier.  Bridge 
clearance is 11.6 feet.  We will meet at buoy # 8 (also known as the red and green center buoy) 
at Big Marco Pass.  

Use channel 72. 

We will launch at 10:00 a.m. with lunch at 12:30.  This gives us a little time to look around the 
many shops.  Girls, please bring your credit cards!! 
If your boat is in "dry dock" ?!? come by car.  

Please e-mail your intentions SOON or mail form SOON to: 

Jim Heckenlaible 
929 Collier Court  B301 
Marco Island, FL 34145 
e-mail:  heck3@bevcomm.net 
 

# of people _____________ 
by boat ________________ 
by car _________________ 
length of boat ___________ 

  

  

 



 

First Mates - Stage 2 Improv 



140405 Wild Goose Chase 

 



First Mates AED/CPR Info Class 

 



 

Boca Grande - South Seas Cruise 



First Mates - Always A Bridesmaid 



 

Articles, Announcements, & Club Notices: 

Annual Vessel Safety Check & Inspector List Notice 

 



Walkers Hideaway Marina discounts 

 



 

Notice - Sand Bar 

 

 



 

Ships Store 

 



Events Calendar: 
Go to the website Calendar with live links, 

then click on Event date to open the Event info & Flyer 
Flyers opened from the website Calendar will be printable. 




